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“Sharing the  
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for Jesus’ Feet,           
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Cf. John 12:3                                   
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by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  
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BERGY’S BABBLE:  INVASION 

 It was the last week of October, 1975.  I had been ordained almost 

five months.  Fifty-four days into my first call at Holy Trinity, the fellow-

ship hall burned to the ground with significant smoke and water damage in 

the nave and sanctuary.  Ironically, this was after I had pleaded with the 

Bishop to put my name into the consideration of only the congregations that 

didn’t have current building programs.  
  

 Tearfully looking at the smoking rubble, I called the Bishop from the 

convenience store across the street and said, “Phil, my church just burned 

down.”  He laughingly said, “Guess you got a building program now, Bergy.  

Maybe you shouldn’t let God know about your next big plan.”  
  

 The temporary office was in a trailer behind the gutted parish hall, 

cooled down to 100 degrees by a window unit.  It ain’t home until you take 

the wheels off.  Temporary worship was at Yorkline Community Center 

where we kept the electronic organ in a locked classroom.  One Sunday 

morning, six weeks into this new venue, the key to the organ room got lost.  

My plan was to bow a window in, just enough to slip my filet knife in and 

flip the latch open.  It had worked before.   

 This time the window broke letting me in with the speed of gravity, 

and severing the muscles and nerves on the ulnar side of my left forearm.  

The doc said I might never walk on my hands again.  I showed him! 

… /// ..
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Invasion” 

 It was going to be Halloween soon.  Autumn rains were cooling 

things down.  It was the next Saturday night and I had retired, listening to a 

Mark-Almond album and dandling the next morning’s sermon in my head.  

A cold rain was pepperin’ hard with drops the size of pearl onions.  The 

phone jangled. 
 

 “Pastoryoudon’tknowmebutI’mamemberofyourchurchand you have 

to come to our house RIGHT NOW to do an emergency baptism. Here’s my 

addressIdon’thavetimetotalk!” Click. 

I’d just won a gold medal at the Exasperation Olympics.  Thumbing through 

the Key Map, I pulled on trousers with the other hand.  I needed a good 

flashlight to read house numbers out of foggy car windows in this deluge 

and I’m thinking that I have to hurry and I’m not even sure where I’m go-

ing. 
 

 By the time I was rolling, I sure ‘nuff had remembered my baptism 

with clothes and hair, panic-plastered to my skin, defroster at gale force. I 

found the house in ten minutes, fell in to the brimming ditch, no sidewalks 

in front, and since I couldn’t get any wetter or colder, walked slowly to the 

door collecting my tattered self, asking God for help and preparing myself 

for the unknown within. 
 

 My finger hadn’t left the doorbell when I was jerked inside by my 

bandaged arm, to a scene of devastating chaos.  Furniture was strewn, peo-

ple were running about, suitcases were stuff-jumbled with sundry clothes, 

tools and papers, and the open door let the storm howl into the living room.  

My adrenal glands were dry-cramping and there was a pretty girl child 

asleep in a car seat on the kitchen counter.  A quick glance told me her chest 

was rising and falling with tidal regularity and I couldn’t see blood any-

where.    

 I sloshed to the sink, turned on the water and shrieked over the din, 

“Everybody STOP and come here!”   They did.  So I baptized the baby,                                                         

… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

 

 speaking the ancient words of new birth and incorporation, while the 

gathered community fidgeted at redline rpm, and I shivered uncontrollably 

with combined hypothermia and creeping terror.  What is going on here?  I 

haven’t a clue. 
 

 “Go in peace, serve the Lord.”  Bedlam, St. Elizabeth and Bellevue 

resumed.  But I was fast enough to snag grandpa’s shirt and ask, “Would you 

mind telling me what’s going on?” 
 

 “You mean, you don’t know, yet?” he says, wrenching away to throw 

a fistful of silverware into a satchel. 
 

 About that time, the door burst open with jamb shrapnel slivering the 

air and the mother’s boyfriend slavering spittle cirrus clouds.  He rolled to a 

stop in the middle of the living room floor, wild-eyed, clutching a soggy sack 

of clothes.  The door was hanging by one hinge while Noah’s reprise tap-

danced the carpet into Lake Earthtone Shag.  Meanwhile our newest member 

of the priesthood of all believers is smiling in her sleep by the sink. 
 

 I’m pondering my escape options, looking for an exit strategy and de-

ploring my unpreparedness for this variety of lunacy.  Why didn’t seminary 

teach me about this stuff?  I’ve been a pastor for about 100 days. The church 

burned down, I almost cut my arm off for the church organ, and now it looks 

like I might drown during a baptism.  What would my mentors, Leslie or Ed 

do next?  How long does a Houston monsoon last? And which public servants 

should I call if I survive? 

 The boyfriend started shouting about how he’d just driven across town 

at 90 mph to evacuate the family and they’ve advanced from Katy to Highway 

6, coming up Interstate 10.  The household erupts afresh in frenzy. 
 

 I’m nearing the edge of hysteria myself by now, thinking, “Heck, the 

Sixties didn’t even prepare me for this!  This is major home improvement on 

the psyche and all the pictures are hung upside down!” 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Invasion” 
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 I shouted, “WHO IS COMING UP I-10?” 
 

 Perhaps at one time or another, some of us have felt like we were the 

only sane person in the room, and we might have wondered if that was a 

clue to a deeper reality.  In this room, all activity ceased except for the wind 

and the rain, and it was everybody else’s turn to stare at me like I’d lost my 

mind.  This feels extremely uncomfortable.  Then they bellowed in unison, 

“THE MARTIANS.” 
 

 The next jumble of information shouted at me yielded the fact that 

NASA satellites had observed periodic launches from Mars, Phobos, and 

Deimos, and that now there were landings of alien crafts near all major    

cities worldwide. 
 

 Well, I coulda ate my stole and used my collar for a tongue-

depressor.  “Where did you hear this?” 
 

 On KLOL.” 
 

 “Tune it in please for me.” 
 

 They slogged through the suitcases and found a transistor radio. It 

was playing a battle of British bands between Led Zeppelin and the Rolling 

Stones, interspersed with excited invasion announcements, a pre-Halloween 

rehash of Orson Welles’ recap of H.G. Wells’, War of the Worlds.  

 I explained all of this slooooowly, with reassurances that many peo-

ple were frightened by the original radio show as well, at which point a 

whole new clamor arose to sue KLOL, for mental anguish, and would I ap-

pear in court with them.  Prior to this I had pictured my emotional life as a 

lavish jungle but by this new standard it was beginning to appear quite pe-

destrian. We were rapidly becoming pioneers at putting the ‘dys’ in front of 

function.  Meanwhile, our new saint is still slumbering at the sink. 

 I told the family that tomorrow I would be announcing and celebrat-

ing the baby’s baptism with the worshipping community, as is customary, 

but that I would be a little circumspect about the exact circumstances of the 

emergency for their sake.  Even in the midst of insanity the baptism sticks! 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Invasion” 

… /// ... 
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 As I left, I tried to pull the door shut.  The last two screws skreedled 

in agony and it fell into Lake Shag.  I looked back at the carrier near the sink 

where my new Christian sister slept. I don’t think I have ever said a more 

heartfelt, “God Bless and Good Luck”.  I waded to the car, drove three 

blocks, pulled over and collapsed in a hurricane of relief, laughter and tears. 
  
 

 Once in a while a controversy will arise about Lutheran pastors who 

have fessed up to baptizing Beanie Babies or conferring apostolic succes-

sion on assorted household pets. (You baptize a fish by holding it up in the 

air three times.)  For a beloved child of the parish, I would indeed bury, pray 

over or bless any dolls or pets.  But I believe that I would have to preclude 

baptism on the grounds that it is a Sacrament of the Church. 
 

 Nevertheless, to the best of my knowledge, I am the only pastor who 

has done a baptism during and because of a Martian invasion of the planet 

Earth, that started in Katy, Texas.  I consider that a singular distinction. 

 And I wonder about that precious somnolescent sister born of the 

Spirit on that stormy night.  She would be forty years old now.  Where has 

God led her?  How is her spiritual life working?  Did anyone ever tell her 

about the bizarre occurrences coterminous with her baptism?  Would she 

think it was cool being the only human being baptized during a Martian   

invasion? 
  

 It baffles and astounds me that the first agency called in this crisis 

was the Church.  I just don’t know. There is something beautiful about that.  

The fear was real and it was conquered by faith. That’s all. 
  

 And rest assured, if the amphibious, 3-headed, swamp dogs from 

Sirius C ever land here, don’t forget to call your pastor.  Been there.  Done 

that. 
 

 

 See you in worship……………….....  BERGY 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Invasion” 
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A new member orientation class will be starting  

during the week of September 20. 
  
 

It will be a 4 week class, the sessions lasting one and a half to two hours. 

We can  offer it on Sundays from 11:00 to 1:00, or if it is more convenient, 

on Wednesdays, from 6:00 to 8:00.  A light meal would be provided.   
 

This is a class for those interested in membership or any member wishing to 

join in on a fun refresher course on Lutheran Christian beliefs.  Please let 

Pastor Jim or the church office know if you will be attending and whether 

you prefer Sunday or Wednesday classes. 
   

 

We’re excited about this time to explore our beliefs and to get to know        

one another, and we hope you will join us! 

THE CRAFTY LADIES  
    

will have a Holy Cross table at the John Knox Presbyterian Arts and Crafts 

Charity Bazaar on September 19.  Come see us 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. at 

2525 N. Gessner Road.  We'll be at an outside booth.  If you have items for 

sale and would like to participate please contact Wendy Lambeth. 
Cathy Elijah 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be meeting September 19, at the church. The 

theme will be "build your own salad". The club will furnish the lettuce and 

salad dressings. Each person coming is asked to bring one ingredient that 

they would put in a salad (enough for 2).  Dessert will be furnished by the 

hostesses.  
 

Do NOT bring white elephants for bingo prizes as they will be provided by 

the Friendship Club.  

Nancy Beamesderfer 

HOMECOMING 
 

It's Rally Day. It's Ministry Day. It's Holy Cross Day. It's Potluck....it's 

HOMECOMING!  On September 13, we'll celebrate everything about 

Homecoming so bring your friends. We'll worship together and reconnect 

with our church friends and family.  We'll see the ministries of Holy Cross 

and be able to get involved. Will make new friends as we play games for 

prizes and dine together. Please bring your favorite potluck dish to share as 

we start another season together.  
 

Join us for Homecoming! 
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2015 RUMMAGE SALE 
  

Friday, October 2, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

and Saturday, October 3, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 

The following donated items can be brought to the HCLC Family Life 

Center (gym) beginning on Sunday, September 27, and ending at noon on 

Wednesday, September 30: clothes, shoes, purses, books, household 

items (dishes, décor, linens, furniture, etc.) collectibles, costume jewelry, 

toys, bake-sale items, Christmas decorations and plants. (Please get the 

plants in pots early so that they will have time to get established before the 

sale.)  
 

Other donations needed for the rummage sale are:  
 

 Money to purchase food for the lunch being sold at the rummage sale.  

      Give donations to: Gloria McGarvey – 713-686-3252  

 Volunteers with trucks to pick up and deliver heavy items to the 

church.  

 Most of all, we need strong backs to help set up on Sunday, September 

27.  
 

Set up for the rummage sale will begin on Sunday, September 27 and  con-

tinue during the week prior to the sales dates.  
 

Please call Amy Schomburg, Rummage Sale Chairperson at 713-462-5164 

or 713-725-2285 (cell phone) to volunteer your help ANY capacity.  
 

 
 

Joyce Peden – Publicity Chairman  
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AUGUST - 2015 

02   Rose Marie Stork 

09   Marilyn & Ted Flick  

16   HCLC— Glory to God 

23  Rosie Hass 

30 Nancy Beamesderfer  

      Marilyn & Ted Flick 

THEY’VE DONE IT AGAIN! 
 

The Heavenly Quilters have completed their 2015 handiwork.  The quilt is 

in earth tones – possibly a bit more subdued then those of recent years.  But 

then – you can see it on display in the Holy Cross Atrium from August 16. 
 

The quilt will be raffled later – when ambient temperatures are cooler.  Until 

then, tickets can be procured for a contribution of $2 each – or better still – 

3 for $5.  As in the past, net proceeds will flow to a WELCA project        

enhancing your church facility. 
 

The Quilters (by Tillie) 

SPECTACULAR SUMMER SUNDAYS IN WORSHIP  
  

 

Alithos will lead worship on September 20th, with their wide range of music 

styles. Stay for a breakfast surprise.  It will be more fun if YOU are here 

with us!                                                                                           

Cathy Elijah 
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What amazes me about the God we worship is that He cares about us 

individually.  In Isaiah 43:1 we read, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  That’s awesome!  And 

what’s also awesome is that He empowers us, individually, to act for 

Him, to minister to one another in love. 
   

I found this lovely item, written by Loren Eisley, entitled The Starfish 

Flinger.  You may have read it, too, but it bears repeating. 
 

“As the old man walked the beach at dawn, he noticed a young man 

ahead of him picking up starfish and flinging them into the sea. 
 

“Finally catching up with the youth, he asked him why he was doing 

this.  The answer was that the stranded starfish would die if left until the 

morning sun. 
 

“’But the beach goes on for miles and there are millings of starfish,’ 

countered the other.  How can your effort make any difference?’ 
 

“The young man looked at the starfish in his hand and threw it to safety 

in the waves. 
 

“’It makes a difference to this one,’ he said.” 
 

We in Stephen Ministry stand ready to reach out in love  God cares.  

We care.  Please contact me or Pastor or Karen, whatever your need.  

And we will be there for you. 

 

God bless you. 

Marge Carroll, Coordinator, Stephen Ministry 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01 Melissa Storenski 

 Leslie Appling   

03 Angelica Rauda 

06 Bert Hungerford 

 Jim Berggren 

 Jocelyn Ruiz 

07 Jose Gómez 

 Keyshawn Roberts 

08 Glendeen Roemer 

09 Lino Orellana 

 Claire Appling 

10 Mike Appling 

12 Will Byerly 

13       Laverne Pivonka 

           Fred Gardner IV 

14 Harriet Short 

 Yolanda Villegas 

 18 Pat Boessling 

 Jay Byerly 

 Ricki Finstad 

19 Melina Martinez 

20 Sarah Allcorn 

22 Reyna Rauda 

23 Betty Valites 

 Mitchell Walton 

24 Juanita Villegas 

 Charlotte Jensen 

25 Norma Hines 

 Angie Eckermann 

26  Susan Giesecke 

 Fernando Arista 

27 Ken Polzin 

 Alan Hernández 

28 Sandra Williams 

29 Michael Giesecke 

 Julio Navarro 

 Evan Neumann 

30 Alan Gignac 

 



12 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

It’s Brunch Bunch time on Sunday, September 20th at RIO RANCH @ 

11:45 a.m. 9999 Westheimer, Houston, TX 77042  (713) 952-5000.  RSVP 

to Jeanette Dukleth (832) 326-7214 or jdukleth@gmail.com 
Janette Dukleth 

                         KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 

It is time to sign up again to receive the Kroger Community Rewards!  Just 

go to Kroger Community Rewards on the internet and sign up or go to the 

Customer Service kiosk at your favorite Kroger store and sign up! 
 

WELCA Board                 

CANDY ROLL PROJECT 
 

Thank you to everyone who keep on helping with the Candy Roll Project.  
 

Keep saving the toilet paper rolls, hand paper towel rolls and paper. I          

delivered 1750 to Shepherds for the Savior and brought back enough candy 

to fill around 2000 more. If you have small stuffed toys like Beanie Babies 

they are happy to get those also. We will do this again before Thanksgiving.   
 

Thank you, Barbara Sledge. 
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SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

 

WELCA UPCOMING EVENTS!!! 
 

We hope you made it to the Retreat on August 8!  It was a full house and we 

missed you if you couldn’t come!  We do have a few of the books left for 

sale at $18 each which is a discount from the purchase price.  Please contact 

Kay Vaccaro to purchase the books. 
 
 

NOW THE UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

 

AUGUST – renew your Kroger Community Shares plan. 
  
  

SEPTEMBER 12 – WELCA General meeting starting at 10 with an excit-

ing speaker from SIRE Equestrian Center.  We will meet to discuss upcom-

ing activities.   Please give Norma Berg or Tillie Remmert an elementary or 

junior school photograph of you that is no larger than 2” by 3” with your 

name on the back!  Then come to the meeting to see how we have changed 

and compete for a prize! 
 

 

SEPTEMBER – update your Medical Information sheets with any new or 

changed   information. 
 

OCTOBER 2 AND 3 – RUMMAGE SALE! 
 
 

NOVEMBER 15 – Fill the Seafarer Boxes during the coffee hour! 
 

 

NOVEMBER 22 – THANKOFFERING SUNDAY and you should receive 

back your Retreat Meditation in the mail.   
 

 

DECEMBER 5 – WELCA GENERAL MEETING AND prepare the Sun-

shine Saints Christmas gifts!  And we will approve expenditures from the 

Rummage Sale proceeds and new projects for our church! We will also have 

planning for your part in the Spring Craft Sale! 
 
 
 
 

We have lots going on and there is a part for you in each event but even 

more so, we need your input into new projects and directions!                                                             

Come for the fellowship, the fun and the opportunity to serve! 

 
 WELCA Board 
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DATE 
 

1st READING 
 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

09/06/2015 
Isaiah 

35:4-7a 

 

146 
James 

2:1-17 

Mark 

7:24-37 

 

09/13/2015 

 

Isaiah 

50:4-9a 

 

116:1-9 
 

James 

3:1-12 

 

Mark 

8:27-38 

 

09/20/2015 

 

Jeremiah 

11:18-20 

 

54 

 

James  

3:13—4:3, 7-8a 

 

Mark 

9:30-37 

 

 

09/27/2015 

Numbers 

11:4-6, 10-16, 

24-29 

 

 

19:7-14 

 

James 

5:13-20 

 

Mark 

9:38-50 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 SEPTEMBER 2015 

FOOD PANTRY OPPORTUNITY! 
 

The Houston Food Bank has suggested that local food pantries be more 

available to the clients who work during the day.  After a survey among 

the clients we serve, we would like to begin serving in September on 

Thursday evenings from 5-7 p.m.  However, we will need volunteers 

for this time slot.  So, if you have wanted to help at the Pantry and were 

not able to do so because of other daytime commitments, perhaps now 

you can!  Please consider this opportunity to serve! 
 

Call Mary White at 281-799-6725 
 

P.S.  Watch for the Grand re-opening of the Pantry in September!! 

tel:281-799-6725
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  

JULY 2015                            
 

 

English Services :  101 
 

Spanish Services :  81 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

JULY 2015 
    

   Receipts      $ 25,000.80        

                  Expenses        57,455.11 

                  Balance    < $ 32,454.31> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 215,236.95          

Expenditures year to date  …….       293,583.84 

Balance                                    < $   78,346.89 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander 

Ronald Burns 

Don Coleman 

Anita Cooper 

Ed Cooper 

Florence & Ruby 

   Halvorsen 

Russell Halvorsen 

Pr. Beth Halvorsen 

Natalie Hansen 

Callie Hoffman 

Pat Pfluger 

Penny Ramírez 

Bill Rogge 

Jim & Sheila Salyer 

Warren Schick 

Billy Tempel 
 

 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253     
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Sandra Williams      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


